| Death Trip 

fl ^ As chief counsel of the House 
Select Committee on Assassina- 
tions, Philadelphia prosecutor 
Richard Sprague seemed deter- 
mined to make his investigation the 
final word on who killed John F. 
Kennedy and Martin Luther King 
Jr. He requested a staff of 1 70 and a 
first-year budget of $6.5 million. 
That was last fall. Since then, the 
House has turned increasingly 
skeptical about Sprague’s investi- 
gative techniques, his aggressive 
* manner and above all the need for 
yet another investigation into the 
murders. Last week, the House fell 
j u s t s h o rt o f d i s ba n d i n g t h e com m i t - 
tee entirely; instead, it was given 
two months to show that this trip 
was really necessary. 

Many House conservatives were 
worried that the committee would 
heap further public embarrassment on 
the CIA and FBI without turning up 
much new information. Liberals object- 
ed to Sprague's intention — since aban- 
doned to use lie detectors, voice-stress 
evaluators and sophisticated recording 
devices as part of his investigation. And 
both sides resented the chief counsel's 
headline-making statements. To try to 
give the committee new life, its chair- 
man, Texas Democrat Henry Gonzalez 
announced last week that he had fresh’ 
though unsubstantiated, evidence that 
neither Lee Harvey Oswald nor James 
Earl Ray acted alone in killing Kennedy 
and King. This was just the sort of flam- 
boyant headline-grabbing that such in- 
vestigations seem prone to, and many 
congressmen doubted that the commit- 
tee would survive past March. 
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